
Chapter 25 

Politics, Environment, 
and Sustainability 



ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

Ø Developing environmental policy involves  
l  identifying a problem and its causes,  
l  coming up with a solution,  
l  implementing the solution, and  
l  monitoring and adapting the solution as 

needed. 
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DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROBLEMS IN DEMOCRACIES: 

SOME DIFFICULTIES 
Ø Democracies have difficulty dealing with 

long-term, interrelated environmental 
problems. 
l  In passing laws, developing budgets, and 

formulating regulations, elected and 
appointed officials must deal with 
pressures from multiple sources. 



Fig. 25-4, p. 595 

What Can You Do? 

Influencing Environmental Policy  

• Become environmentally literate on issues 

• Make your views known at public hearings 

• Run for office (especially at local level) 

• Make your views known to elected representatives 

• Contribute money and time to candidates for office 

• Vote 

• Form or join nongovernment organizations (NGOs) 
seeking change 

• Support reform of election campaign financing to 
increase the influence of ordinary citizens on 
government policy 



Principles for Making Environmental 
Policy Decisions: Some Guidelines 

Ø Most improvements in environmental quality 
result from citizens putting pressure on 
elected officials and individuals developing 
innovative solutions to environmental 
problems. 

Ø Each of us can play a leadership role in 
establishing and changing environmental 
policy. 



ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

Ø Formulating, legislating, and executing 
environmental policy in the U.S. is a 
complex, difficult, and controversial 
process. 
l  Lobbying consists individuals or groups use 

public pressure, personal contacts, and 
political action to persuade legislators to vote 
in their favor. 
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How a Bill Becomes a Law 

House of Representatives Senate 

Referral to Standing Committee by 
leadership and parliamentarian 

Introduction of Bill by Member 
We will assume this is an appropriations bill, so 
the Constitution specifies that it be introduced in 
the House. 

Committee Action  
• Possible referral to subcommittee  
• Alternatives similar to those of the House Referral to Standing Committee by 

leadership and parliamentarian 

Calendar placement 
Committee Action  
• Possible referral to subcommittee  
• Hearings on major bills common  
• Committee decisions:  
Table, Defeat, Accept and report, Amend 
and report, Rewrite 

Senate Floor Action  
Alternatives similar to those of the House 
include rejection, acceptance, or additional 
amendments 

Conference Committee 
If the Senate approves a bill that is not identical to the one 
passed in the House, a conference committee is requested. 
This committee consists of appointed members from both 
houses who compromise on a final version of the bill. This 
compromise version is then sent to each house for final 
approval. 

Calendar Placement 

Rules Committee (major bills) 
Hearings to decide whether bill will go to the 
floor earlier than calendar date. Back to the Senate Floor 

Bill is signed by Speaker and Vice-President. 

House Floor Action  
• Reading, general debate  
• Second reading  
• Amendment(s) report to the House  
• Third reading  
• Passage or defeat 

President 
• Approve  
• Veto  
• Pocket veto  
• Permit bill to become law without his or her 
signature 

Law 



Environmental Laws in the U.S. 

Ø The National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) requires evaluation of the 
environmental impact of an activity 
proposed by a federal agency. 
l  An environmental impact statement 

(EIS) must be developed for every major 
federal project likely to have an important 
effect on environmental quality. 



Environmental Backlash 

Ø Three major groups are strongly opposed 
to many environmental laws, regulations 
and proposals: 
l  Some corporate leaders who see 

environmental laws as threats to their wealth 
and power. 

l  Citizens who see environmental laws as 
threats to their private property rights and 
jobs. 

l  State and local government officials who 
resent having to implement federal 
environmental laws with little to no funding. 



Fig. 25-11, p. 611 
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